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State Auditor Tom Salmon selected as 2011 Henry Toll Fellow

MONTPELIER – State Auditor Tom Salmon, CPA, is one of 48 state leaders from across the nation selected for the Toll Fellowship Program sponsored by The Council of State Governments.


The annual week-long seminar, named in honor of Henry Toll, a Colorado senator who founded CSG in 1933, seeks to develop the next generation of leaders from all three branches of state government.  This year's program, which will be held in Lexington, Ky., Sept. 9-14, will focus on trends analysis, policy development, media and constituent relations, and leadership and institutional changes. The experience will give these leaders perspectives they would not ordinarily obtain during the course of their regular governmental service.


This year’s applicant pool included state leaders from all three branches and represented 42 states and two U.S. territories. Past Toll Fellowship graduates include governors, U.S. senators and members of Congress, as well as leaders in state government. 


Salmon was born in Bellows Falls.  He earned a bachelor's degree in accounting from Boston College and was trained in auditing at Coopers and Lybrand (now Price Waterhouse Coopers) in Hartford, Conn., and Los Angeles, Calif.

In 2005, after seeing firsthand the effects of Hurricane Katrina and believing that government can do better, he entered politics with an eye on reform and was elected state auditor in 2006 and re-elected in 2008 and 2010.  
Since becoming Vermont State Auditor, he is proud the accomplishments of the State Auditor’s Office. Audit findings have been greatly reduced thereby saving money in many state agencies. The office has conducted training sessions for municipal and school business personnel on ethics, internal controls, grants management and auditing practices. A number of performance audits have been completed and going forward, the office will concentrate on this type of audit. 

Salmon has been a Certified Public Accountant since 1993. He is a member of Vermont Society of CPAs, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the Certified Fraud Examiners Association. He also serves on the executive committee of the National State Auditors Association and is vice chairman of the New England Governmental Audit Forum. He was honored by the Vermont Society of CPAs as Outstanding CPA in Government and received the Community College of Vermont’s Community Service Award. He has also served on various community boards including Connecticut River Transit Inc. and the selectboard in his hometown.

Salmon serves in the U.S. Navy Reserves as a member of the Seabees and returned from active duty in Iraq in March 2009. 

He and his wife, Leslie, live in St. Johnsbury. They have four children.


The Council of State Governments is the premier multi-branch organization forecasting policy trends for the community of states, commonwealths and territories on a national and regional basis. CSG alerts state elected and appointed officials to emerging social, economic, and political trends; offers innovative state policy responses to rapidly changing conditions; and advocates multistate problem-solving to maximize resources and competitiveness. CSG promotes excellence in decision-making and leadership skills and champions state sovereignty. 


For more information about the Henry Toll Fellowship Program, please contact Krista Rinehart at (859)244-8249.
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