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SAO releases results of Burlington TIF audit 
 

MONTPELIER – On June 4, 2012, State Auditor Tom 
Salmon, CPA, CFE, released the results of the third of four 
planned audits that evaluate the state’s current active tax 
increment financing (TIF) districts.  
 The auditor’s office found that Burlington adhered to re-
quirements in state statute associated with establishing and 
expanding its TIF district in 1996 and 1997, respectively. 
However, certain aspects of Burlington’s TIF district ad-
ministration were not in accordance with statutory require-
ments. Of the $8.3 million in incremental property tax reve-
nue used by Burlington, approximately $1.2 million was used for ineligible 
purposes. 
As a result, the city retained $1 million that should have been remitted to the 
state. Burlington officials disagree. 
To read the full press release, click here. To read the report, click here. 

MONTPELIER— Green Mountain Girls State Audi-
tor of Accounts Kathryn Gates of Franklin visited the 
Vermont State Auditor’s Office in Montpelier on 
Wednesday, June 20. State Auditor Tom Salmon met 
with her and gave her a brief overview of the respon-
sibilities of the office and the duties of the state audi-
tor. The one-week mock government camp is spon-
sored annually by the American Legion Auxiliary 
and is held nationwide. High school seniors learn 
about government, citizenship, patriotism and civic 
responsibility. 

Girls State auditor visits 
State Auditor’s Office   

Auditor Tom Salmon 

To remove your name from our distribution list simply reply to this e-mail.  Questions or comments, please 
e-mail Dale.Schaft@state.vt.us. And please visit our web site at auditor.vermont.gov 

 

MONTPELIER— State Auditor 
Tom Salmon was notified recent-
ly that the Association of Gov-
ernment Accountants (AGA) has 
awarded the State Auditor’s Of-
fice a Silver Certificate of 
Achievement for its report enti-
tled “FY2010-2011 Strategic 
Plan and FY 2011 Performance 
Report.” 
The award recognizes state and 
local governments whose annual 
performance reports fulfill the 
Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board’s suggested 
criteria for communicating re-
sults and increasing public ac-
countability. 
AGA, based in Alexandria, VA, 
is an organization dedicated to 
serving government accountabil-
ity professionals by providing  
quality education, fostering pro-
fessional development and certi-
fication, and supporting stand-
ards and research to advance 
governmental accountability. 

SAO awarded silver 
certificate for report 

 
MONTPELIER – More than 200 school and mu-
nicipal officials, accountants and finance officers 
attended the Governmental Accounting and Au-
diting Symposium sponsored annually by the 
State Auditor’s Office and the Vermont League 
of Cities and Towns. The agenda at the June 19 
event included sessions on internal controls, 
fraud risk assessment and grants management. 

The highlight of the day was a panel of seasoned 
finance and administrative officers—all victims 
of fraud or embezzlement—who told their stories 
about what their entities did to begin the recov-
ery process after discovering the incident. Each 
recounted the steps they took to prevent such 
activities from recurring and how they dealt with 
the emotional toll. 

Kathryn Gates of Franklin was elected Auditor of Accounts at Green Mountain 
Girls State held recently at Vermont Technical College.  

Annual auditing symposium draws record number 
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